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Our Mission
LCHE works to address the increasing disparities in health and health
care across Louisiana. LCHE represents the interest of health equity by
promoting the elimination of health disparities caused by poverty, lack
of access to quality health care and unhealthy environmental conditions
with a focus on wellness and community health.

What We Do
-Reach out to local communities by providing information and education
-Serve as a means for collaboration with others about health disparities
-Identify and distribute information about effective and proven practices

What You Can Do
-Learn more about LCHE
-Volunteer with LCHE

www.lahealthequity.org
Baton Rouge Gallery
for Contemporary Arts

Tickets Are On Sale
-Donate online now www.lahealthequity.org
-Become a friend of LCHE on Facebook

Admission—$50; VIP—$75
Tables—$400
Purchase your tickets today online
http://lchegala.eventbrite.com

LCHE Announces New Board Members
Two Innovative Leaders Join the Current Board of Directors
Christopher D. “Chris” Williams has
been employed by eQHealth Solutions, Inc. (formerly Louisiana Health
Care Review, Inc.), for over eleven
years in various capacities, and currently serves as an HIT/EHR Regional
Team Leader. In this role, he leads an
interdisciplinary team in the delivery
of consultative services for priority
primary care providers, and Critical
Access Hospitals (CAH), in the assessment, transition planning and implementation of electronic health records
and meaningful use attainment. A cornerstone of his work has been a focus
on health disparities, underserved
populations, and quality improvement.
“I am ecstatic to have the opportunity
to serve on the LCHE Board of Directors. I am honored to join LCHE’s
board so I may continue to stay engaged with issues that are close to my
heart,” said Williams. “I consider it an
honor be asked to serve with such an
accomplished, mission-oriented group
of professionals. LCHE is thriving, and
I am ready to be a part of new developments the organization will take in
the months and years to come.”
Richard R. “Dick” Pettingill most
recently he served as the President
and Chief Executive Officer of Allina
Health System, Minnesota’s largest
healthcare organization. Dick currently serves on two publicly traded company boards. He was appointed to the
Tenet Health board (THC) board of
directors in 2004. In 2010 he was appointed to the MAKO Surgical, Inc.
board of directors.
Dick is an experienced healthcare executive whose career spans four decades of leadership in prominent
healthcare organizations. In 2010, he
served as an Advanced Leadership fellow at Harvard University. The fellow

ship is a program jointly sponsored by
the Kennedy School and the Harvard
schools of business, education and
public health. He is a frequent national speaker on reforming America’s
health care system.
The new LCHE leaders joined LCHE’s
board in February 2012 for a two year
term. As new Board members joined
LCHE, two of the current Board members were departing. Thus the number of Board members remains the
same.
Carliss Washington, Rh.D., CRC,
who served as LCHE Vice President
and a founding member rotated off
the Board after serving her first term.
Dr. Washington was instrumental in
the establishment of LCHE. She
serves on the faculty of Southern University Baton Rouge in the Department of Rehabilitation and Disability
Studies.
Melody L. Counts, M.D. also rotated
off the LCHE Board. Dr. Counts, a
board-certified family medicine physician has relocated her practice from
Clinton, Louisiana to the state of Virginia. In addition to serving on the
LCHE Board, she has served on the
Louisiana Physician's Council on Cancer and has participated in the Felicianas Asthma Coalition and the Louisiana Tobacco Disparities Coalition. She enjoys providing medical
care in underserved areas.
“Dr. Washington and Dr. Counts active roles in support of LCHE and it’s
mission have been vital to this organization. LCHE owes both of these ladies a debt of gratitude for the service
they have given to the state of Louisiana through this organization over
the past two year,“ said Stewart. They
will be greatly missed by LCHE.

LCHE Board Members
The Board of Directors of the Louisiana Center for Health Equity is composed of up to 13 members, including
the following officers: Chair, President,
Vice-President, and Secretary. Each
member serves a two-year term which
is renewable. As a public charity nonprofit organization, the members of the
Board of Directors serve voluntarily
and receive no remuneration for their
services.
Alma C. Stewart, R.N., M.S., CCHC
LCHE President
A. Charles Stewart Consultants
Baton Rouge, LA
Frances R. Wiggins, DDS, FAGD
LCHE Vice President
Private Practice
Plaquemine, LA
Diane Hargrove-Roberson, MSW
LCHE Secretary
Total Community Action, Inc.
New Orleans, LA
Gina E. Eubanks, Ph.D.
SU Agricultural Research Center
Baton Rouge, LA
Arthur J. Lathan, Chair
Gibsland Youth Center
Gibsland, LA
Tiffany D. Magee
Our Lady of the Lake College
Miss Black Louisiana USA
Baton Rouge, LA
Richard R. Pettingill
Harvard University Advanced Leadership Fellow
Health Care Advocate
San Rafael, CA
Paul A. Race, J.D., M.D.
Southern University Law Center
Baton Rouge, LA
Mayor Bobby Washington,
Louisiana Municipal Association
Cullen, LA
Christopher D. Williams
eQHealth Solutions, Inc.
Baton Rouge, LA

LCHE Convenes Assembly on Adolescent Health in Baton Rouge

Chris Williams, LCHE Board Member (left) and LCHE Board Chair
Arthur Lathan (second on left) listen attentively.

LCHE convened an assembly on Adolescent Health on
May 29th. Interested citizens and community leaders
from more than twenty local, state or community organizations participated, representing various sectors.
LCHE’s objective is to establish a multi-sector collaborative action agenda for Adolescent Health in Baton
Rouge to improve the health outcomes of Baton Rouge
adolescents. The main focus of the assembly was to
determine ways to reduce homicide among our youth.
“The rate of homicides in Baton Rouge among adolescents has risen to a level that warrants a call to action.
We are reaching out to community leaders and citizens
who are interested in working together for the common good on behalf of our youth and our community
as a whole,” said Alma C. Stewart, LCHE President.

“In a March 2, 2012 article, the Baton Rouge Ad“The rate of homicides
vocate reported that acin Baton Rouge among
cording to the recently
adolescents has risen to
revised U.S. Census popa level that warrants a
ulation estimate of
229,493, the city of Baton call to action. “ -Alma C.
Stewart
Rouge had a per-capita
homicide rate of 28 per
100,000 people in 2011 — a 40 percent jump from a
decade ago when the rate was 20 per 100,000. Adolescents are among those dying,” said Stewart.
The need to address various factors that contribute to
adolescent health overall is supported by a recent report. The 2011 America’s Health Ranking Report reviews determinants and outcomes for health. The 2011
America’s Health Ranking’s credits Louisiana for
strengths in the high use of early prenatal care and the
state’s moderate per capita public health funding. This
report highlights major challenges as well. Those challenges include the areas of low high school graduation
rates, high percentage of children in poverty, high rate
of preventable hospitalizations and a high prevalence
of smoking. (DHH Healthy People 2020 Program,
2012) There are opportunities for improvements in
several areas. For additional information, please send
your name with Adolescent Health in the subject line to
info@lahealthequity.org.

2012 “Your Community Health is Wealth Fair” Set for September 22
LCHE will host the third annual Your Community
Health is Wealth Fair. This community-wide carnival
and health fair will be held Saturday, September 22,
2012, at the BREC Howell Community Park located
at 5509 Winbourne Ave. Baton Rouge, LA 70805
from 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. This community-wide health
fair is open to the public at no cost to them.
Along with our community partners and many organizations/agencies, this fair will
include a health fair with screenings, health literacy information, community resources on health, safety, and wellness, and fun carnival-style games for children, youth and their parents. In addition to health-related information, topics will include small business development and entrepreneurship. LCHE’s
goal is to create a fun and educational event with age appropriate interactive activities for the entire family.
Last years’ fair included over thirty information booths, health, dental and vision screenings, and HIV testing. The
was a youth talent showcase, which was a big hit with everyone. If you would like additional information, you may
contact us via email at info@lahealthequity.org.

Tickets Are On Sale
Admission—$50
VIP—$75
Tables—$400
For more information—call
(504) 756-2478

Purchase your tickets today online @ http://lchegala.eventbrite.com


2012 Youth Talent Search Open
Brought back by popular demand! The Youth Talent
Showcase was a crowd pleaser last year during the Your
Community Health is Wealth Fair. Planners are seeking
youth talent for this year’s showcase for ages up to eighteen.

Coming Soon
2nd Annual
Light Up the Night for a
Brighter Future Fundraising Gala
Baton Rouge Gallery for
Contemporary Arts
1442 City Park Avenue
Saturday, September 8, 2012
7:00—10:00 p.m.

3rd Annual
Your Community Health is
Wealth Fair
Howell Community Park
Baton Rouge, LA
Saturday, September 22, 2012

Dancers, singers, drill teams, etc. may apply to enter this
year’s event. Interested individuals or groups may request
additional information about entering the Talent Showcase via email to info@lahealthequity.org with your contact information and a description of your performance.

Women’s Retreat 2012: Celebrating Wellness and Culture
LCHE held three one-day conferences, Women’s Retreat 2012: Celebrating Wellness and Culture, offering educational seminars, health
exhibitors, health screenings, and
physical activities. This tour of women’s health conferences kicked off
in New Orleans in March, then traveled to Baton Rouge and culminated in Shreveport in April. The purpose of these conferences was to
raise awareness about and provide information regarding
women’s health disparities and access to health care.

Jauna Crear, Esquire, Health Law Advocates of Louisiana
(pictured on right ). presented "Bayou Health: The New
Medicaid and LaChip" at all there locations. The U. S. Department of Health and Human Services provided speakers
for the Shreveport conference. “Cardiovascular Health and
the Million Hearts Campaign” was presented by LCDR Angela Girgenti, RDH, MPH, CPH, U. S. Public Health Service Office on Women's Health, Region VI, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. Veronica D. Moore, Regional Outreach Specialist,
Intergovernmental Affairs, Region VI, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, presented on "The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act."

LCHE launched this initiative in collaboration with the Louisiana Legislative Women’s Caucus Foundation and in partnership with UnitedHealthcare Community Plan of Louisiana.
These women’s retreats were hosted by Senator Sharon
Weston Broome, President Pro Tempore, Louisiana State
Senate along with LCHE. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana,
The Campaign for Tobacco Free Living, A. Charles Stewart
Consultants and ExxonMobil were corporate sponsors.

Conference sessions also included fitness activities – Salsa,
Zumba and aerobics, along with very informative sessions
on self defense and personal safety, dangers of tobacco use,
managing stress, healthy eating, and financial literacy. Massages and health screenings were also available as well as
entertainment, including original “spoken word” poetry and
music. Many local supporters participated in numerous ways
contributing to the success and uniqueness of each event.

